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Thirteen species of salmon and steelhead listed in the Basin.

In order to take an ecosystem approach and also to address multiple species, NOAA organized recovery planning into recovery
domains. Shown here.

Middle Columbia River steelhead DPS chosen as Federal Caucus focus species for this FY 2018 project.
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When the Columbia Basin Branch was asked to participate in this effort we agreed, with one condition. While there is still a
lengthy laundry list of restoration actions that can and should be taken to improve the viability of MCR steelhead - we want to
use this effort as an opportunity to focus on only a few actions that require a significant degree of participation by one or more
Federal agencies and NMFS believes will result in a substantial improvement in MCR steelhead viability.
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Smolt outmigration is seriously affected by hydro operations in the Yakima basin. Recent studies have indicated high mortality
rates for juvenile smolts in the reach downstream of Roza Dam and farther down the river in the Chandler and lower river
areas. Competing uses for the water during this time period should be secondary to ESA requirements. Primary Federal
agencies are BOR and BPA

Water quantity and quality in the John Day basin is severely limiting juvenile rearing habitat. Channel structure, riparian
structure and function and floodplain connectivity would all help to improve temperatures, low flows, and instream habitat -
NMFS believes that fencing to continue/support grazing while protecting riparian areas would make a significant difference.
Primary Federal agencies are USFS and BLM - however ALL Federal agencies could assist with providing funds for fencing and
replanting.
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Again, protection and restoration of riparian areas and restoration of flood plain access can assist with several habitat
conditions. This basin does not have a major Federal presence that can be the lead for these actions.

Passage and habitat in Mill Creek and the Walla Walla River at the MCFCP and Nursery Bridge - levees, weirs and drop
structures
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Hot water kills half of Columbia River
sockeye salmon
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NOTES:

Monitoring supports assessment of the benefits of restoration activities and the impacts of overarching topics on fish
populations and their habitats.

Three years for framework? Suggest six months for framework, three eyars for full implementation in the field
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Northwest Climate Science Center - Funding for “actionable science” projects

Great Northern Landscape Conservation Cooperative - status unknown, restart?
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Cautionary note: Several existing groups been identified as doing work relevant to our goals, such as the 100th Meridian
Columbia River Basin Team and the Columbia River Toxics Reduction Working Group. However, their efforts can only be
brought to bear on our objectives if they are:

Adequately staffed with representatives from each Federal Caucus agency

Those representatives are engaging their Federal Caucus members in the respective issues
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